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Competitiveness Clusters in France

Three kinds of players:

� Companies of all sizes
Public and private

� Research centers

� Educational institutions

Companies

Research 
centers

Innovation Field

Universities
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Where are they:

71 Competitiveness 

Clusters in France.

6 “World Class”

clusters

8 clusters  in the 

Healthcare field

> Lyon Biopôle

> Medicen Paris 

> Therapeutic innovations 

> Orpheme

> Atlantic biotherapies

> Nutrition, health, longevity

> Cancer- bio health

> Prod’Innov
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One of France’s 6 

world-class competitiveness clusters

A world center of excellence in infectious diseases management, especially for diagnostics & 
vaccines
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LessLess thanthan 60 miles60 miles

A world center of excellence in infectious diseases  
management, focused on diagnostics & vaccines
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Lyon and Grenoble, an alliance between leaders in B iology       
and Micro Nanotechnology

Training and research, 
large-scale facilities, 

Hospitals network,
European Excellence 

leaders network

Lyon:
The historic birthplace of industrial 

biology (Mérieux Institute)

Complete development 
chain with a large network 

of support firms

Lyon: one of the world’s leading
production centers for biological 

products (including vaccines)

Grenoble: 
Distinctive expertise in

µ/nano technologies, structural biology

Lyonbiopôle
Competitiveness 

Cluster

• 2,500 researchers in infectious diseases
(half in the private sector, half in public researc h)

• 4,000 researchers in micro nanotechnologies
including 300 specialized in healthcare application s 
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The cluster’s ambitions

a three-step approach 
1) Strengthening Lyon’s standing 
as a world leader in vaccines and 
diagnostics

2) Developing technological 
building blocks to launch new 
biological products in a safer and 
faster manner

3) Breaking into new markets 
(cancer, auto-immune diseases)

To meet competitiveness
needs by:

To meet public healthcare 
needs by:

1) Building a “ healthcare shield” to 
fight human and animal infectious 
diseases and viral-induced 
cancers

2) Developing innovative 
diagnostic, preventive and 
therapeutic solutions and delivery 
systems for more responsive,  
personalized medicine
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Governance led by the industry

President, Chairman of the Board : Philippe Archina rd

CEO of Transgene, Scientific Director of Merieux Alliance, 

(Former President of France Biotech)

President, Chairman of the Board : Philippe Archina rd

CEO of Transgene, Scientific Director of Merieux Alliance, 

(Former President of France Biotech)

Board (10 members )
• 6 companies (bioMérieux, sanofi pasteur, Merial,   

BD, OPi, Protein ’eXpert)

• 4 research/training centers (CEA, Inserm, CNRS, 
Fondation Mérieux)

• 3 local authorities as permanent members (Greater 
Lyon, Rhône-Alpes Region, Grenoble-Alpes

Metropole)
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Scientific & 
advisory board

10 members from:

• 5 companies
(bioMérieux, 

sanofi pasteur, Merial, 
BD, Aptanomics / 
Imaxio)

• 5 research/training 
centers

(CEA, HCL, IFR 
Pasteur, UJF)
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Lyonbiopôle: booster for an Innovation and 
Knowledge based Economy

� A cluster focused on infectious diseases
� With an operational alliance of companies, research labs, universities and 
training centers
� Led by established companies (sanofi pasteur, Merial, bioMérieux, Becton  
Dickinson) in collaboration   with a network of SMEs

� A unique mission: creating economic value and devel oping R&D 
partnerships

� By helping public research organizations to understand industry needs in the 
field of infectious diseases
� By boosting the quantity and the quality of partnerships
� By improving the international visibility of the pole 

Better access to source of funding with the support of : 
� The State and local authorities (Greater Lyon, Grenoble, Rhône-Alpes 
Region, Rhône and Isére County Councils) 
� The European Commission
� Other Int’l fundings
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Main Achievements : 

� Supporting R&D projects and attracting public fundi ng
� from mid 2005 today :

35 Projects € 120 M  Investment € 40 M  Funding

� An operating network

� Narrowing the gap between Companies & Academics :

� Building a “Technologic Prospective Vision”, sharing a 

common view on scientific challenges.

� Developing the international awareness of the clust er
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Challenges for the Future
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Contact

LYONBIOPOLE
17 Rue Bourgelat , F - 69002 Lyon

François Guillemin (General Manager)

e-mail  : francois.guillemin@lyonbiopole.com

www.lyonbiopole.com 
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Ellipse


